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O U R  M I S S I O N   
 

Shalom Mennonite School offers to its students 

a quality, K-8, Christian education with an 

Anabaptist perspective in a warm, friendly 

atmosphere.   
 

It seeks to assist parents in their God-given 

responsibility of teaching their children and 

training young people for living lives of service 

to God under the lordship of Jesus Christ and 

the authority of the Scriptures.  
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Congratulations to Austin Burkholder, Elayna Burkholder, Yuliia Dziuba, David Flaud, 

Micah Fox, Annika Gehman, Cameron Hoover, Ashley Landis, Merle Leid, Charity Martin, 

Judah Martin, Tiffany Martin, Aubrie Rutt, Landon Rutt, Megan Sensenig, Kendra 

Stoltzfus, Jesse Stoner, Abigail Swartzentruber, Faith Weaver, Kya Weaver, and Miyah 

Wipf for a job well done!  

Eighth grade graduation was held at St. John’s Center United Church on May 23, 2019. 

The 8th grade class theme was Following His Call. The commencement address was deliv-

ered by Leon Sensenig. To the 8th grade graduating class of 2019, it has been a great bless-

ing to see you grow academically, spiritually, and socially during your experience here at 

SMS. May you take the many things that you have learned in the past years and use them 

to follow His call. 

Congratulations 8th Grade Graduates 

Track & Field 2018-2019 
Track and Field Day at Shalom was a huge success this 2018-2019 school year! God granted us a 

dry day in spite of the dark clouds that continued to go around us. No injuries were sustained 

and everyone enjoyed participating in the activities and cheering on their teammates. It was a 

marvelous day to be outside, running and jumping, using our athletic talents God has given us. 

It was a delight to start "school" at 12:30, and see all the energetic, excited faces coming into the 

APR that afternoon, one just knew it was going to be a fantastic day!  Thank you to all the staff 

and parents for helping oversee the many different events!  Hearing encouraging words and 

cheering from parents, teachers, and other students was an added bonus during the events. 

A BIG thank you to each of the students for your dedication to doing your best during the events 

and also for being energetic and supportive of your classmates!  While everyone who competed 

did their very best, congratulations goes to the winning team: Purple! 

Track & Field  final  

team points 
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EITC - Faith Builders Scholarship Fund 

The Faith Builders scholarship fund 

has been a great blessing to many 

patrons at SMS.  This scholarship 

opportunity has been made avail-

able to Pennsylvania private schools 

under the term “Educational Im-

provement Tax Credit” (EITC).  

Businesses who qualify for the tax 

credit can receive up to 90% tax 

credit for monies given to an ap-

proved scholarship organization such 

as Faith Builders.  Faith Builders 

can then assign the scholarship 

funds to the school that the donor 

chooses.  The process for businesses 

to give to this fund is not difficult, 

but it must be taken care of in a 

timely fashion. Deadlines for busi-

nesses to sign up for EITC are all 

within the next few weeks. If you or 

someone you know is interested in 

more information about contribut-

ing monies through EITC, please 

speak with Mr. Martin at the school 

office. 

Financial Focus & Matching Fund 

need of approximately $25,000 to 

finish out the operating budget. This 

better than average financial posi-

tion has allowed the board to initiate 

a $25,000 matching fund with a dual 

focus on operating as well as capital. 

We are grateful for a group of indi-

viduals and businesses who have 

committed to match all contributions 

to the school’s operating fund re-

ceived by July 31 up to $25,000.  

This matching fund will allow the 

operating budget to finish in the 

black as well as future expansion 

plans to accommodate growth . We 

have currently received $7,039.00 in 

donations toward the matching 

fund.  

Please keep this need in your 

prayers and if you are able to con-

tribute to the operating funds, it 

will be a great blessing to SMS.  

In the month of May, the SMS 

board initiated a matching fund 

with two areas of focus. At this time 

of year our attention must turn to 

the funds still needed to fulfill our 

operating obligations for the 2018-

2019 fiscal year, ending July 31. 

This current fiscal year has experi-

enced stronger than typical operat-

ing donations. This time of year 

often finds SMS seeking up to 

$60,000 to end the year in the 

black. This year however, we have a 

May Happenings 

SMS Board 
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areas of Christian service in the 

months ahead.  

Though it is difficult to see good 

staff members leave SMS, we feel 

very blessed to have good candi-

dates for all the open positions. As 

of this writing, Miss Bethany 

Weaver has been hired as the new 

art teacher. Miss Crissa Weaver 

has been hired as  Resource Room 

staff and teacher’s aide. The new 

Kindergarten teacher will be Miss 

Joelle Sensenig.  

Also, if you have any interest in 

volunteering for the 2019-2020 

school year, please contact the 

school office.  

 

 

 

Next school year will bring a few-

new faces to the SMS staff as we 

replace the staff who are not re-

turning. We would like to say 

“Thank you” to Miss Yoder, Miss 

Rutt, and Miss Susanna who will 

not be returning to SMS next 

school year. We have been very 

blessed by the service of these 

dedicated staff members who have 

done an excellent job in their posi-

tions at SMS. We want to bless 

them as they move into other   

SMS Staff Changes for 2019-2020 School Year 

Brubacher also serve as board mem-

bers. 

The three pastoral advisors are Shel-

don Kilmer, Delvin Martin, and Dave 

Boll. We want to say thank you to 

these men for their dedication and 

labor of love on behalf of SMS.   

The SMS board is made up of mem-

bers who faithfully serve behind the 

scenes on a monthly basis. This sta-

bility of vision has been a huge 

blessing to the work of SMS. The 

board is as follows: Wilmer Gehman 

(Chairman), Mark Stoltzfus 

(Treasurer), and Dean Zimmerman 

(Secretary). Aaron Horst, Paul Ray 

Hoover, Kendall Fox, and John 

School Calendar 
 July 30 Tuesday School Cleaning 5:00-8:00 (Please see enclosure for schedule.) 

 

 August 1 Thursday School Cleaning 5:00-8:00 (Please see enclosure for schedule.) 

  19 Monday Classrooms Open  12:00-3:00 and 6:00-7:00 PM 

  New Patron Orientation  7:00 PM 

                       20 Tuesday Kindergarten Orientaion 9:00-10:00 AM  
 

 22 Thursday First Day of School 2019-2020 

Teacher Inspiration 

Patrons, staff, and students, 

It has been a blessing to be a part of your lives, school, and community the past 

three years! I have enjoyed learning to know you as individuals and families, and 

seeing the growth and maturity in students. My life is enriched because of my ex-

periences here and I am grateful to have had this opportunity to build relationships 

with you, and the little people of the school! Thank you for your many kind words, 

encouragement, meals, treats, and gifts you have given me. The school body at Sha-

lom holds a special place in my heart. I wish you all a safe and wonderful summer, 

and God’s blessings as you continue in the work of the Kingdom! 

With a  grateful heart ~Miss Yoder 


