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This quarterly newsletter is published by the staff of Shalom Mennonite School. It is designed to provide information about SMS and is mailed free of charge to 

those interested. Address all correspondence to: 1410 Union Grove Road, Terre Hill, PA 17581. Phone: 717.445.7020. www.shalommennoniteschool.com 
Email: principal@shalommennoniteschool.com. 

O U R  M I S S I O N   
 

Shalom Mennonite School offers to its students 

a quality, K-8, Christian education with an 

Anabaptist perspective in a warm, friendly 

atmosphere.   
 

It seeks to assist parents in their God-given 

responsibility of teaching their children and 

training young people for living lives of service 

to God under the lordship of Jesus Christ and 

the authority of the Scriptures.  
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The Greatest Storyteller 
“Welcome back to Shalom!”  “It is so good to see you.”  “Welcome back to school!”  These were the 
common phrases you would have heard joyfully being shared around, on our opening day. Wow, it has 
been so exciting to begin another school year. Watching the excitement of classmates seeing each oth-
er again and all the exuberant smiles everywhere, just made me happy and  so excited to begin this 
new school term. 

With the beginning of every new school year, we here at Shalom enjoy learning about our school 
theme.  Once again, the students were informed about our theme during our chapel the first day.  This 
year we are focusing on: The Greatest Storyteller (Jesus), and His parables. 

During chapel we talked about working together to have a good, strong, and beneficial year.  One way 
to do this, we are going to learn from Jesus’ stories.  The parables of Jesus are not just plain stories, but 
have a specific point and lesson in each one.  Each class will pick a parable to research and learn more 
about, and they will also have the opportunity to share this story during their class chapel. 

As we listen to and study these parables, it is my goal and desire that we each 
will learn some valuable lessons from the stories of Jesus. 

Blessings to each of you! 

~Dervin Martin, Administrator 

Meet the New SMS Staff Welcome New Patrons 

We are happy to have ten new families 
join the SMS patron body.  

Welcome to: 

Joshua & Heather Good 
Andrew & Katie Groff 

Brian & Katrina Martin 
Loren & Lisa Martin 

Timothy & Joanna Martin 
Carlos & Eunice Shirk de Monje 

Shawn & Mary Ann Nolt 
Tim & Rosie Stauffer 

Travis & Stephanie Weaver 
Leonard & Robin Zimmerman 

 
 

    We are glad you are here! 
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The Monje family moved to the States 

from Honduras in January of 2019. We 

are still trying to acclimate to living in 

the US. Part of that includes figuring out 

where we belong. I am excited about the 

opportunity to teach at Shalom Mennon-

ite School, where my children Katherine 

(9) and Angel (6) can attend class, too. 

We believe this is a door God has opened 

for us and are grateful, and I am looking 

forward to serving the sixth grade stu-

dents with lots of love and enthusiasm.  

“Above all else, 

guard your heart, 

for everything 

you do flows 

from it. Keep 

your mouth free 

of perversity; 

keep corrupt talk 

far from your 

lips. Let your 

eyes look 

straight ahead; 

fix your gaze 

directly before 

you.” 

Prov. 4:23 



be the librarian. 

 

After graduating 

from high school 

in 2019, I began 

looking for op-

portunities to 

progress in the 

field of teaching. 

My parents en-

couraged me to 

find a local, established school with 

Anabaptist values. So thus began 

the paperwork, phone calls, and 

emails. I’m grateful for the great 

structure and positive environment 

I’ve experienced with joining the 

team. 

 

I make my home in a White House 

in the wooded hills of Narvon. I‘m 

third youngest in a family of 10.  I 

attend Living Hope Christian Fel-

lowship. At church, I’ve had the op-

portunities to teach a children’s mu-

sic class and help in a children’s 

ministry in Reading city. 

 

On a personal note, I enjoy classical 

music and am currently taking voice 

lessons. Along with my fondness for 

teaching, I love homesteading and 

old-fashioned living. I’ve found it 

very likable to be a scholar even if 

I’m graduated. Life is a great book 

and God, the greatest teacher.  

 

 

I'm Debra 

Burkholder, the 

new first grade 

teacher here at 

Shalom. I'm excit-

ed to be here and 

feel very wel-

comed already! 

Thank you so 

much! 

 

My home is close to Dundee in the 

Finger Lakes Region of Upstate 

New York. I am very prejudiced in 

thinking that it's one of the most 

beautiful places in the world-- 

but Lancaster County is too and I 

see more beauty here each day. 

Plus, Lancaster County is where 

I was born so a lot of my extend-

ed family still lives here. 

 

My family? My parents are Noah 

and Martha. There are six of us 

children- I was the bossy oldest 

sister. My siblings are all mar-

ried so there are four nieces and 

eight nephews that bless my life. 

 

And that's me--oh wait, my 

church yet. It's a privilege to be a 

part of Lakeland (a Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship Church). We love visi-

tors there but didn't have too 

many this summer due to the C-

word. So maybe next summer 

some of you can vacation in the 

Finger Lakes and come visit our 

church. We'd love to have you. 

 

I'm looking forward to learning to 

know each of you better!  

 
My name is Te-

resa Sensenig 

and my hus-

band’s name is 

Shane. We live 

in a little house 

in Ephrata and 

attend My-

erstown Men-

nonite Church. I 

enjoy outdoor 

adventures, lively games of all 

sorts, and time spent with family 

and friends. I came to Shalom with 

the desire to be more involved with 

people, specifically children, in my 

day to day work. I attended Sha-

lom for my 7th and 8th grade years 

and am excited to be returning as a 

teacher’s aide. I’m thankful for the 

opportunity to be an influence on 

the student’s lives and look for-

ward to working with the team 

here at SMS. 

Hello! My name 

is Tasha Fox 

and I am excited 

to be teaching 

second grade 

here at SMS 

this year. This is 

my first year of 

teaching as I 

had previously 

been working at a day care. I also 

teach clubs in Philly on Tuesday 

nights and love working with kids 

of all ages. My parents are Stanley 

and Janet Fox and I have five older 

brothers and 16 nieces and neph-

ews (which is probably where I got 

my passion for working with chil-

dren). I attended Pleasant Valley 

for elementary and moved to Haiti 

with my parents from 2012-2016. 

After moving back, I graduated 

from Schaefferstown in 2018. Some 

things I enjoy doing are hanging 

out with my family and friends and 

of course shopping. I’m excited to 

see what God’s plans hold for me 

here at SMS! 

My name is 

Rhonda 

Mast.  I grew 

up in Oklaho-

ma.  Teaching 

school is what 

brought me to 

PA in 2002.  I 

attend Mine 

Road Church. 

Some of my 

hobbies include spending time 

outdoors and going on road trips.  

I look forward to teaching at Sha-

lom this year and joining the 

community of staff, patrons and 

students.  

 

Hello, I’m Rose Newswanger. It 

is a pleasure to be joining Shalom 

this year. I’m looking forward to 

learning from the excellent staff 

as an aide. Also, I’m charmed to 

Meet the New SMS Staff Cont. 
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Here are some important re-

minders for drivers concerning 

bus safety and the safety of our 

students: 

1. Slow down and be alert to 

children. 

2. Watch for red flashing 

lights and extended arm. 

3. Drivers MUST stop for 

red flashing lights and 

flashing stop sign. 

4. Please remain behind the 

bus if lights are flashing.  

Sept.  01 Tues. PTF - 7:00 PM  
 07 Mon. No School - Labor Day 
 25 Fri. Picture Day- *All School (both K groups)* 
  
Oct. 12 Mon. Staff/Parent vs. Jr. High Soccer Game—1:15 
 13 Tues. Soccer game vs. Fairview (Girls’ game- 12:00,  
   Guys’ game- 1:00) 
 14 Wed. Absentee Picture Day 
 15 Thurs. No School - Teacher-in-Service 
 16 Fri. No School - Staff Retreat 
 28 Wed. 7th Grade Class Chapel  
  
Nov. 02 Mon. End of 1st Quarter 
 10 Tues. PTF - 7:00 PM  
 18 Wed. 3rd Grade Class Chapel 
 25 Wed. Early Dismissal - 11:30 AM 
 26– 30 Thurs.-Mon. No School - Thanksgiving Vacation 
  
Dec. 04 Fri. Christmas Program- 7:00 PM at THMH 
 

Association Reminder 

leaders, and other interested persons to 
be actively involved in the operations of 
Shalom. Association members may 
serve on the board and/or school com-
mittees and will have voting privileges 
at an annual association meeting. If you 

The organizational structure of Sha-
lom Mennonite School has been de-
signed according to an association 
model.  Being organized as an associa-
tion provides opportunity for patrons, 
grandparents, past patrons, church 

have never been an association mem-
ber and are interested in investing in 
lives at Shalom Mennonite School in 
this way, please give us a call to re-
quest an application at 717.445.7020. 
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Busing 

Please Pray… 
The bus drivers have a huge responsi-
bility safely transporting students and 
making wise choices on behalf of par-
ents and SMS. Please pray a protection 
over our drivers as well as  each 
busload of students. 
  

Our bus driver lineup this year is: Bus 
1: Brenda Newswanger, Bus 3: Anne 
Brubaker, Bus 4: Margaret Martin, Bus 
5: Suzanne King & Melanie Zimmer-
man, and Bus 6: Jody Rutt .  

Thank you, ladies, for putting in yearly 
training time and daily dedication to 
ensure safe transport.   

Thank you also to a great line-up of 
substitute bus drivers: Daryl Burkhold-
er, Mary Martin, Kendall & Ginger Fox, 
Wanda Hoover, and Mr. Martin. 

We were able to add an additional 
route this year to accommodate more 
patrons. Jody Rutt has agreed to be the 
full time bus driver for this fifth route. 

 

 

Financial Update School Calendar 

 
A big “Thank you” to those who 

gave to our matching fund which 
ended July 31. The goal of 

$15,000 was exceeded as total 
contributions came in at 

$15,037.50. These funds went 
toward our operating needs and 

enabled us to finish the fiscal 
year at a good place  

financially. 

Bus Safety Reminders 


