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Inside this issue: 

• Congratulations to the 8th Grade Graduates 

• Track & Field Events 

• Details about the 2021-22 School Year 

• Financial Information & Matching Fund 

 

This quarterly newsletter is published by the staff of Shalom Mennonite School. It is designed to provide information about SMS and is  

mailed free of charge to those interested. Address all correspondence to: 1410 Union Grove Road, Terre Hill, PA 17581.  
                                                     principal@shalommennoniteschool.com.   www.shalommennoniteschool.com      717.445.7020.                

 

O U R  M I S S I O N   
 

Shalom Mennonite School offers to its students 

a quality, K-8, Christian education with an 

Anabaptist perspective in a warm, friendly 

atmosphere.   
 

It seeks to assist parents in their God-given 

responsibility of teaching their children and 

training young people for living lives of service 

to God under the lordship of Jesus Christ and 

the authority of the Scriptures.  
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 Congratulations, 8th Grade Graduates 
Congratulations to Rejoice Aumen, Isaiah Brubacher, Makayla Brubaker, Jadyn Burkholder, 
Juliya Burkholder, Aliyah Detweiler, David Fox, Haley Leid, Annie Martin, Rhiannon Martin, 
Olivia Peachey, Jevon Rutt, Shauna Rutt, Juliana Stauffer, Elliot Weaver, Brianna Zimmerman, 
Corey Zimmerman, and Leanna Zimmerman for a job well done!  

To the 8th grade graduating class of 2021, it has been a great blessing to see you grow aca-
demically, spiritually, and socially during your experience here at SMS. May you take the 
many things that you have learned in the past years and by God’s grace be a World Changer. 

1410 Union Grove Road •Terre Hill, PA  17581 

“Teaching and Training for the Glory of God”  

Track & Field 2021 
Track and Field Day at Shalom was a huge success this 2020-2021 school year! God granted 

us a nearly perfect day with sunny skies and refreshing breezes. No injuries were sustained 

and everyone enjoyed participating in the activities and cheering on their teammates. It 

was a marvelous day to be outside, running and jumping, using our athletic talents God has 

given us. 

It was a delight to start "school" at 12:30, and see all the energetic, excited faces coming 

into the APR that afternoon, one just knew it was going to be a fantastic day!  Thank you to 

all the staff and parents for helping oversee the many different events!  Hearing encourag-

ing words and cheering from parents, teachers, and other students were an added bonus 

during the events. 

A BIG thank you to each of the students for your dedication to doing your best during the 

events and also for being energetic and supportive of your classmates!  While everyone who 

competed did their very best, congratulations goes to the winning team: RED! 
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EITC - Faith Builders Scholarship Fund 

The Faith Builders Scholarship 

Fund has been a great blessing to 

many patrons at SMS.  This schol-

arship opportunity has been made 

available to Pennsylvania private 

schools under the term 

“Educational Improvement Tax 

Credit” (EITC).  Businesses who 

qualify for the tax credit can receive 

up to 90% tax credit for monies given 

to an approved scholarship organiza-

tion such as Faith Builders.  Faith 

Builders can then assign the scholar-

ship funds to the school that the do-

nor chooses.  The process for busi-

nesses to give to this fund is not diffi-

cult, but it must be taken care of in a 

timely fashion. Deadlines for busi-

nesses to sign up for EITC are all 

within the next few weeks. If you or 

someone you know is interested in 

more information about contrib-

uting monies through EITC, please 

speak with Mr. Martin at the school 

office. 

Financial Focus & Matching Fund 

budget. This better than average fi-

nancial position has allowed the 

board to initiate a $40,000 matching 

fund with a dual focus on operating 

as well as capital. We are grateful for 

a group of individuals and businesses 

who have committed to match all 

contributions to the school’s operat-

ing fund received by June 30 up to 

$40,000.  

These funds will be designated first 

to meet remaining operating needs. 

With generous support again this 

year, the board believes that some 

of the matching funds may be able 

to go toward our capital fund for the 

future building addition project.  

Please keep this need in your pray-

ers and if you are able to contribute 

to the operating funds, it will be a 

great blessing to SMS.  

In the month of May, the SMS 

board initiated a matching fund 

with two areas of focus. At this time 

of year our attention must turn to 

the funds still needed to fulfill our 

operating obligations for the 2020-

2021 fiscal year, ending July 31.  

This time of year often finds SMS 

seeking up to $60,000 to end the 

year in the black. This year howev-

er, we have a need of approximately 

$40,000 to finish out the operating 

Track & Field and Kindergarten Graduation 

grade homeroom teacher. We are 

still looking for qualified individu-

als for a teacher’s aide role. 

If you know of any qualified indi-

viduals for these open positions, 

please contact the school office. 

Also, if you have any interest in 

volunteering for the 2021-2022 

school year, please contact the 

school office.  

 

 

SMS Board 
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service in the months ahead.   

Though it is difficult to see good 

staff members leave SMS, we feel 

very blessed to have Ms. Delena 

returning as the new Kindergarten 

teacher. Mrs. Teresa will be transi-

tioning from teacher’s aide to part- 

time Resource Room teacher and 

Ms. Weaver to part time staff as 

well. Ms. Mary Swanson will be 

joining the staff as a part-time Re-

source Room teacher and Ms. 

Heather Strahin will be the 8th 

Next school year will bring a few 

new faces to the SMS staff as we 

replace the staff who are not re-

turning. We would like to say 

“Thank you” to Ms. Sensenig and 

Mrs. Crissa who will not be re-

turning to SMS next school year. 

We have been very blessed by the 

service of these dedicated staff 

members who have done an excel-

lent job in their positions at SMS. 

We want to bless them as they 

move into other areas of Christian 

SMS Staff Changes for 2021-2022 School Year 

bacher also serve as board mem-

bers. This fall, Dwayne Zimmerman 

will be joining the board and replac-

ing Kendall Fox. 

The three pastoral advisors are 

Dave Boll, Lyle Musser, and Ste-

phen Horst. We want to say thank 

you to these men for their dedica-

tion and labor of love on behalf of 

SMS.   

The SMS board is made up of mem-

bers who faithfully serve behind the 

scenes on a monthly basis. This sta-

bility of vision has been a huge 

blessing to the work of SMS. The 

board is as follows: Wilmer Gehman 

(Chairman), Mark Stoltzfus 

(Treasurer), and Dean Zimmerman 

(Secretary). Aaron Horst, Paul Ray 

Hoover, Kendall Fox, and John Bru-

School Calendar 
 August 3 Tuesday School Cleaning 5:00-8:00 (Please see enclosure for schedule.) 

  5 Thursday School Cleaning 5:00-8:00 (Please see enclosure for schedule.) 

 
  23 Monday Classrooms Open  12:00-3:00 and 6:00-7:00 PM 

    Kindergarten Orientation 12:00-1:00 PM  

  New Patron Orientation  7:00 PM 
  

 26 Thursday First Day of School 2021-2022 

I never dreamed I would step out of the 

doors of high school as a student only to 

step right into the doors of Kindergarten 

at Shalom Mennonite School, as a teacher 

this time instead of a student. These past 

two years at Shalom have truly been some 

of the most growing, stretching, and learn-

ing times as well as fun, exciting, and ful-

filling. Spending my days teaching my stu-

dents but also playing, laughing, and 

learning along with them has been such a 

blessing to me and will be one of the first 

things I miss as I go forward from here. I 

have also deeply appreciated the support I 

have gotten from fellow teachers as well as 

the parents of my students. Your encour-

agement helped me figure out what I was 

doing and made the years go much better 

so, thank you! Becoming a teacher has also 

increased my appreciation for the time and 

energy that all my teachers spent on shap-

ing me, many of which I will forever be 

grateful for. So, to my former teachers, I 

thank you also. My time here at Shalom 

has certainly left a big impact on my life 

and I will not soon forget it. Thank you 

once again to each of you who offered sup-

port, encouragement, and advice to me 

these last two years!  

Teacher Thoughts 

Ms. Sensenig 


