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O U R  M I S S I O N   
 

Shalom Mennonite School offers to its students 

a quality, K-8, Christian education with an 

Anabaptist perspective in a warm, friendly 

atmosphere.   
 

It seeks to assist parents in their God-given 

responsibility of teaching their children and 

training young people for living lives of service 

to God under the lordship of Jesus Christ and 

the authority of the Scriptures.  

This quarterly newsletter is published by the staff of Shalom Mennonite School. It is designed to provide information about SMS and is  

mailed free of charge to those interested. Address all correspondence to: 1410 Union Grove Road, Terre Hill, PA 17581.  
                                                     principal@shalommennoniteschool.com   www.shalommennoniteschool.com      717.445.7020               
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The Fruit of the Spirit 
The first day of school was an exciting time.  Smiles could be seen and nervous laughter heard.  Class-
rooms were ready, books laid out and waiting for their new users, and teachers looked refreshed and 
ready to start the new school year after the past summer days. 

We were also very thankful to be indoors and to have air conditioning on our first day!  The humidity 
and sunshine made the outdoor temperature of 95F feel more like 106F, or as one 1st grader said after 
coming in from recess with sweat trickling down his face, a million degrees. But we were happy.  Happy 
to be together and happy to start a new school year.   

With the start of every new school year, we get to learn about the new theme 
for the year. This year our theme is: The Fruit of the Spirit. 

After Jesus left this earth, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in us and to lead us.  
When we follow the Spirit, our lives should change, and there will be a differ-
ence in our words and actions.  These changes are the characteristics of the 
Fruit of the Spirit.  Each class will pick a Fruit of the Spirit to research and learn 
more about, and they will also have the opportunity to share their findings during their class chapel. 

It is my goal and desire that we each will learn some valuable lessons this year, as we learn to follow 
the Spirit. 

Blessings to each of you!   ~Dervin Martin, Administrator 

Meet the New SMS Staff Welcome New Patrons 

We are happy to have six new families join 
the SMS patron body.  

 

Welcome to: 

Keith & Janelle Fahnestock 
Robert & Ruth Freeman 

Stephen & Katie Gingerich 
Gregory & Jessica Kreider 

Jethro & Amber Martin 
Eli & Maria Stoltzfus 

 
 
 

    We are glad you are here! 

“Teaching and Training for the Glory of God”  
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Hello! My name is Heather Strahin, and I 

am excited to be the new 8th grade home-

room teacher. I grew up in Morgantown, 

West Virginia and moved to Lancaster 

County in 2019 to teach school. I currently 

live in Gap and attend Lansdale Mennonite 

Church. I enjoy walking my dog, cross 

stitching, sewing, and visiting historic sites 

with friends. In 2015, I 

graduated from West 

Virginia University 

with a bachelor’s de-

gree in history and 

French. I am grateful 

for the warm welcome 

I have received, and I 

look forward to invest-

ing in the lives of SMS 

students this year! 

Because of the 

Lord’s great love 

we are not 

consumed, for 

his compassions 

never fail. They 

are new every 

morning; great is 

your 

faithfulness. I 

say to myself, 

“The Lord is my 

portion; therefore 

I will wait for 

him.” 

Lam. 3:22-24 



 

 

Hello everyone! My name is Ariana 

Weaver and I am excited for this oppor-

tunity to be a second grade teacher's 

aide this year at SMS. I attended SMS 

for all of my elementary schooling and 

graduated from THMH this past spring. 

My parents 

are Laverne 

and Miriam 

Weaver and 

I have four 

sisters and 

an eleven 

month old 

baby broth-

er. We live 

in Narvon 

and attend 

Calvary 

Mennonite Fellowship. Some things I 

enjoy doing are hanging out with 

friends, playing volleyball, drawing, and 

reading when I have time. I am looking 

forward to interacting with the staff and 

students and am excited to see what 

God has planned for me here at SMS!  

 

 

 

 

My name is Mary Swanson. I was the 

second grade teacher at Weavertown 

Mennonite School for the past two years 

after graduating from Terre Hill Men-

nonite High School. While at THMH, I 

had the privilege of participating in the 

Teacher's Apprenticeship Program in 

the Resource Room at Shalom Mennon-

ite School. I highly enjoyed my time ap-

prenticing at SMS, and am looking for-

ward to being back in the Resource 

Room again! I am a member at Calvary 

Mennonite Fellowship. I live in Terre 

Hill with my parents, Jeff and Deana 

Swanson, and three brothers. For the 

coming 2021-22 school term, I will 

also be teaching music at 

Weavertown when I am not in the 

RR at Shalom. A few of my passions 

include the 

following: 

singing, 

embroider-

ing, and 

activities 

involving 

people. This 

summer, I 

attend-

ed  Faith 

Builders 

Summer 

Term where I was blessed to receive 

teaching on teaching:-) A few random 

facts about myself:  I love pink, I love 

macarons, I prefer tea over coffee, 

and I'm thrilled to have the oppor-

tunity to teach in the same school 

with my padre.   

 

 

 

Hello everyone! My name is Ketura 

Shirk. I’m excited for this coming 

school year and being involved in the 

first grade class as a teacher’s aide. I 

come from a family of ten. My par-

ents are Roger & Ruth Shirk. I have 

five brothers and two sisters. I live 

near Honey Brook and am a member 

at Blue Ball Mennonite Church. We 

live on an active farm with lots of 

animals. Our Muscovy duck hatchery 

is our family business. My siblings 

and I have homeschooled all the way 

through school. Some things I enjoy 

doing in my spare time are playing 

volleyball and tennis, hanging out 

with friends, and riding my horse! I 

am looking forward to getting to 

know everyone and becoming a part 

of the team at SMS! 

Hi, I am 

Delena 

Martin! I 

am so ex-

cited to be 

the kinder-

garten 

teacher 

this year! I 

have al-

ways en-

joyed working with children, helping 

at children’s Bible clubs, being with 

my niece and 3 nephews, and for the 

past few years I enjoyed being a nan-

ny. I own a little house in the town of 

Denver.  This summer I’ve enjoyed 

my hammock on my back patio, my 

little garden, learning to grill, swim-

ming, spending time with my friends, 

and taking a trip with my family.  

My parents are Daryl and Donna, 

and you all know my brother Dervin 

(Mr. Martin), and I have a sister Do-

nita who is married to Cj. I absolute-

ly love spending time with them and 

their four children! I attend New Life 

Fellowship.  Coming from a job 

where I worked alone, I am very ex-

cited to be working alongside people 

who are doing the exact same thing 

as me every single day!   

 

 

Praise God from whom all Blessings 

flow! 

The richest Blessing is my amazing 

husband, Gerald and family! 

The Blessing of serving 24 years as 

Deacon couple at Living Water. 

The Blessing of homeschooling all 

five of our wonderful children. 

The Blessing of caregiving Gerald’s 

aging parents for 8 ½ years. 

The Blessing of being an art teacher 

at Shalom Mennonite School. 

God has given me an enjoyment of 

art and a love for children! 

My heart’s desire is to teach these 

precious children the 7 Elements of 

art, but more importantly, that they 

each feel God’s love and know He has 

a special plan for their life! It is with 

great joy I serve as the art teacher at 

Shalom and feel blessed to be a part 

of the fantastic SMS team!  

~Esther Boll  

 

 

Meet the New SMS Staff Cont. 
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Here are some important re-

minders for drivers concerning 

bus safety and the safety of our 

students: 

1. Slow down and be alert to 

children. 

2. Watch for red flashing 

lights and extended arm. 

3. Drivers MUST stop for 

red flashing lights and 

flashing stop sign. 

4. Please remain behind the 

bus if lights are flashing.  

Sept.  06 Mon. No School - Labor Day 
 07 Tues. PTF - 7:00 PM  
 23 Thurs. Picture Day- *All School (both K groups)* 
  
Oct. 11 Mon. Staff/Parent vs. Jr. High Soccer Game—1:15 
 12 Tues. Absentee Picture Day 
 14 Thurs. No School - Teacher-in-Service 
 15 Fri. No School - Staff Retreat 
 21 Thurs. Soccer game vs. Fairview (Girls’ game- 12:00,  
   Guys’ game- 1:00) 
 27 Wed. 7th Grade Class Chapel  
  
Nov. 01 Mon. End of 1st Quarter 
 02 Tues. PTF w/ THMH - 6:30 PM @ THMH 
 17 Wed. 3rd Grade Class Chapel 
 24 Wed. Early Dismissal - 11:30 AM 
 25– 29 Thurs.-Mon. No School - Thanksgiving Vacation 
  
Dec. 03 Fri. Christmas Program- 7:00 PM at THMH 
 

Association Reminder 

leaders, and other interested persons to 
be actively involved in the operations of 
Shalom. Association members may 
serve on the board and/or school com-
mittees and will have voting privileges 
at an annual association meeting. If you 

The organizational structure of Sha-
lom Mennonite School has been de-
signed according to an association 
model.  Being organized as an associa-
tion provides opportunity for patrons, 
grandparents, past patrons, church 

have never been an association mem-
ber and are interested in investing in 
lives at Shalom Mennonite School in 
this way, please give us a call to re-
quest an application at 717.445.7020. 
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Busing 

over our drivers as well as  each 
busload of students. 

Meet our new bus drivers: 

     Tammy Zimmerman 

Sheila Zimmerman 

We are happy to welcome them to the 
SMS bus drivers’ team.   

Our bus driver lineup this year is:  
Bus 1: Brenda Newswanger, Bus 3: 
Melanie Zimmerman & Suzanne King, 
Bus 4: Jody Rutt, Bus 5: Anne Brubaker, 
and Bus 6: Tammy Zimmerman & Shei-
la Zimmerman.  

Thank you, ladies, for putting in yearly 
training time and daily dedication to 
ensure safe transport. Thank you also 
to a great line-up of substitute bus 
drivers: Daryl Burkholder, Margaret 
Martin, Mary Martin, Kendall & Ginger 
Fox, Wanda Hoover, and Mr. Martin. 

Please Pray… 
The bus drivers have a huge responsi-
bility safely transporting students and 
making wise choices on behalf of par-
ents and SMS. Please pray a protection 

Financial Update School Calendar 

 
A big “Thank you” to those who 

gave to our matching fund which 
ended July 31. The goal of 

$40,000 was exceeded as total 
contributions came in at 

$56,700. These funds went to-
ward our operating/capital 

needs and enabled us to finish 
the fiscal year at a good place  

financially. 

Bus Safety Reminders 


