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O U R  M I S S I O N   
 

Shalom Mennonite School offers to its students 

a quality, K-8, Christian education with an 

Anabaptist perspective in a warm, friendly 

atmosphere.   
 

It seeks to assist parents in their God-given 

responsibility of teaching their children and 

training young people for living lives of service 

to God under the lordship of Jesus Christ and 

the authority of the Scriptures.  

This quarterly newsletter is published by the staff of Shalom Mennonite School. It is designed to provide information about SMS and is  

mailed free of charge to those interested. Address all correspondence to: 1410 Union Grove Road, Terre Hill, PA 17581.  
                                                     principal@shalommennoniteschool.com   www.shalommennoniteschool.com      717.445.7020               
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Teach Us To Pray 
Welcome back to school life and routine! 

The first days of school have already passed.  Smiles can still be seen daily, and laughter heard from new and old 

friendships.  Classrooms have started to collect some dirt, and the new, fresh books have begun to collect pencil 

marks.  And mostly, we are just happy to be together and happy to start this new school year.   

When I was growing up, some summers my family would take road trips to different locations.  These trips always 

had some similarities.  First, it was normally dark because my parents liked to leave in the early morning hours, 

now I do too.  Once the vehicle was loaded, including our pillows, blankets, and other paraphernalia that accompa-

nies a long drive, we would settle in and my dad would pull the vehicle out of the garage and close the garage door.  

He would then put the vehicle in park, and we would always pray together for our trip ahead.  These moments and 

memories are very special to me, especially praying together. 

I’m sure you have many stories of times your family prays together.  But when do we learn how to pray?  Is it when 

we were at school? Church? Home? By ourselves?    

This year at Shalom, our school theme is: Teach Us to Pray.  Our focus will be on The Lord’s Prayer, recorded in 

Matthew 6:9-13, where Jesus was instructing folks on how to pray.  Our goal this year is to learn from this prayer 

and from Jesus on how to pray.   

Each class from Second Grade to Eighth Grade have been assigned a portion or phrase of The Lord’s Prayer.  The 

teacher and class will then research and learn more about the assigned phrase, and they will also have the oppor-

tunity to share their findings during their class chapel. 

It is my goal and desire that we each will learn some valuable lessons this year, as we learn to pray as Jesus taught 

us. 

Blessings to each of you!   ~Dervin Martin, Administrator 

Meet the New SMS Staff Welcome New Patrons 

We are happy to have eleven new families 
join the SMS patron body.  

Welcome to: 

Michael & Jennifer Burkholder 
Tim & Amy Horst 

Curtis & Linda Hostetter 
Benjamin & Rachel Kauffman 

Isaiah & Joy Keller 
Austin & Amber Martin 
Curtis & Michelle Nolt 

Titus & Lisa Nolt 
Jacob & Rosanna Schapansky 

Mervin & Rhoda Shirk 
Timothy & Sabrina Smith 

 

    We are glad you are here! 
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Hello! My name is Elizabeth Martin. I am 

the 3rd grade homeroom teacher this year, 

and I am excited for the year ahead! I at-

tended Shalom for K-8 th grade, and I 

graduated from Shalom in 2017 and from 

Terre Hill in 2021. A few of my favorite 

things to do are organizing, cleaning, read-

ing, and spending time with my family and 

friends. A highlight from my summer vaca-

tion was complet-

ing my EMT train-

ing, so I enjoy run-

ning with Five-

pointville Ambu-

lance on some 

weekends. I attend 

Faith Mennonite 

Fellowship. I have 

four brothers and 

two sisters, and I 

live at Brecknock Orchard. 

I can do all 

things through 

Christ who 

strengthens 

me... 

And my God 

shall supply 

all your need 

according to 

His riches in 

glory by 

Christ Jesus. 

Phil. 4:13 & 19 



Fellowship) and helping out with Sun 

day school and youth group activities.  

 

I can't wait 

till I can 

greet each 

one of the 

students by 

name! Right 

now, learning 

all the names 

is one of my 

top priori-

ties:)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello. My name is Mr. Austin. I will be 

teaching Junior High Math and Science 

this year, as well as 7 th 

grade Bible and Jr High guys PE. I am 

married to Amber, and we have 3 

young children. Our oldest, 

Larissa, is in kindergarten this year. 

Kiana will soon be 3, and Kylan is 

about 5 months old. I am a pastor 

at Faith Mennonite Fellowship. We live 

about a mile from Ephrata Walmart, 

and I drive a scooter to and 

from school each day. In my free time, I 

enjoy working on various DIY projects 

around the house. We as 

a family enjoy playing games together, 

or riding our bikes when the whether is 

nice. I’m looking forward 

to getting to know many of you 

throughout the coming school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi. I am Amber Huber. I am the 

oldest of seven children born to Nel-

son and Kara. We attend Calvary 

Mennonite Church (Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship). 

 

Some of my favorite things are Tak-

is (and any-

thing with 

spice), vegeta-

bles, ethnic 

foods, books, 

and my sib-

lings. I also love 

to travel and 

experience oth-

er cultures.  

 

Building per-

sonal relation-

ships is very important to me. I am 

excited to put this into practice here 

at Shalom.  

 

 

 

 

Hi. I am Elizabeth Mast. I grew up 

on a dairy farm in Somerset County, 

Pennsylvania, along with my seven 

siblings: four older sisters and two 

brothers and one younger sister. 

Five are married and have families 

of their own. I have 22 nephews and 

nieces. 

Three years ago 

I moved to this 

area and began 

attending 

Lichty's Men-

nonite Church, 

where I am now 

a member. 

Some things I 

enjoy doing are 

hiking, eating 

Mexican food, and spending time 

with my little dog, Oreo.  

Good day! 

I am Ruth Anna Kuhns, from Mount 

Joy, PA. Teaching was my childhood 

dream, and although this is my first 

year at SMS, I've taught for a num-

ber of years prior to this one, and 

I'm delighted to be back in the class-

room.  Currently I am pursuing a 

Bachelor of Education Degree in 

Special Education, so I'm grateful 

for the opportunity to be working in 

the Resource Room this year. 

 

I come from a family of three sisters 

and currently have 5 nephews and 2 

nieces.  I love spending time with 

them!  Other interests of mine in-

clude reading, sewing, needle art, 

coffee with creamer, organizing, 

children's books, travel, discussions 

with friends, music, sunshine, snow, 

and so much more. 

 

One of my fa-

vorite verses 

comes from 2 

Corinthians: 

"And God is 

able to make 

all grace 

abound to you, 

so that hav-

ing all suffi-

ciency in all 

things at all times, you may abound 

in every good work" (ESV).  I pray 

that God's grace will be evident this 

year in my classroom, teaching, and 

interactions with my students.   

May His Kingdom come at SMS this 

year! 

 

 

 

Hi My name is Hannah, or at school 

Ms. Smith:) This is my first year at 

school but I'm already loving it! 

 

For a little bit about me, I enjoy al-

most anything with people, reading, 

animals, crafts, and being outside in 

the fresh air. The creature I'm most 

annoyed at isn't one of the common 

two, snakes and spiders, maybe I 

shouldn't tell all the students this, 

but, it's ANTS!! I despise how they 

crawl all over you! I love being part 

of my church (Charity Christian 

Meet the New SMS Staff Cont. 
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Here are some important re-

minders for drivers concerning 

bus safety and the safety of our 

students: 

1. Slow down and be alert to 

children. 

2. Watch for red flashing 

lights and extended arm. 

3. Drivers MUST stop for 

red flashing lights and 

flashing stop sign. 

4. Please remain behind the 

bus if lights are flashing.  

Sept.  06 Tues. PTF - 7:00 PM  
 13 Tues. Mom’s Prayer Mtg. @ Sheila Rutt’s 9-10 AM 
 22 Thurs. Picture Day- *All School (both K groups)* 
 27 Tues. Building Info Banquet 
  
Oct. 10 Mon. Staff/Parent vs. Jr. High Soccer Game—1:15 
 11 Tues. Absentee Picture Day 
 13 Thurs. Kindergarten Field Trip (both groups) 
   Mom’s Prayer Mtg.  
 14-15 Fri.-Sat. Jr. High Fall Adventure 
 21 Thurs. Soccer game vs. Fairview (Girls’ game- 12:00,  
   Guys’ game- 1:00) 
 20 Thurs. No School - Teacher-in-Service 
 21 Fri. No School - Staff Retreat 
 26 Wed. 6th Grade Class Chapel  
 31 Mon. End of 1st Quarter 
 
Nov. 01 Tues. PTF—7:00 PM 
 16 Wed. 4th Grade Class Chapel 
 23 Wed. Early Dismissal - 11:15 AM 
 24– 28 Thurs.-Mon. No School - Thanksgiving Vacation 
 
Dec. 09 Fri. Christmas Program 7 PM @ THMH Gym 
  

Association Reminder 
to be actively involved in the operations 
of Shalom. Association members may 
serve on the board and/or school com-
mittees and will have voting privileges 
at an annual association meeting. If you 
have never been an association mem-
ber and are interested in investing in 

The organizational structure of Sha-
lom Mennonite School has been de-
signed according to an association 
model.  Being organized as an associa-
tion provides opportunity for patrons, 
grandparents, past patrons, church 
leaders, and other interested persons 

lives at Shalom Mennonite School in 
this way, please give us a call to re-
quest an application at  
717.445.7020 or email 
secretary@shalommennoniteschool.com. 
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Busing 

Meet our new bus driver: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ketura Shirk      

We are happy to welcome her to the 
SMS bus drivers’ team. Ketura is our 
main driver for our new 6th bus route 
that was added this year. 

 

Our bus driver lineup this year is:  
Bus 1: Brenda Newswanger, Bus 3: 
Melanie Zimmerman & Suzanne King, 
Bus 4: Jody Rutt, Bus 5: Sheila Zimmer-
man & Tammy Zimmerman, Bus 6: 
Ketura Shirk, and Bus 7: Anne Brubaker  

Thank you, ladies, for putting in yearly 
training time and daily dedication to 
ensure safe transport. Thank you also 
to a great line-up of substitute bus 
drivers: Daryl Burkholder, Margaret 
Martin, Mary Martin, Kendall & Ginger 
Fox, Wanda Hoover, and Mr. Martin. 

Please Pray… 
The bus drivers have a huge responsi-
bility safely transporting students and 
making wise choices on behalf of par-
ents and SMS. Please pray protection 
over our drivers and students. 

Financial Update School Calendar 

 
A big “Thank you” to those who 

gave to our matching fund which 
ended July 31. The goal of 

$66,000 was exceeded as total 
contributions came in at 

$81,257.75. These funds went 
toward our operating needs and 

enabled us to finish the fiscal 
year at a good place  

financially. Thank you! 

Bus Safety Reminders 


